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REGION “ I” MONTANA --- IDAHO --- WYOMING

WASHINGTON --- OREGON

RIMROCK WINGS
CHAPTER “MT-B” BILLINGS, MONTANA

CHAPTER DIRECTOR
Tony & Gail Hoer
57 Vista Dr.
Billings, MT  59102
(406) 652-2341
E-Mail: Tghoer@cs.com 

ASST. CHAPTER DIRECTOR
Richard & Dena Topel
6729 Pleasant Hollow,
Shepherd, MT 59079
(406) 947-2118
E-Mail: topelptg@yahoo.com

SECRETARY/TREASURER
Rod & Joyce Swanson
2119 Lyman Ave.
Billings, MT  59102
(406) 656-7661
E-Mail: rswanson@billingsclinic.org

MONT. DISTRICT DIRECTOR
Russ & Laurie Parpart
1835 Pheasant Brook Drive
Laurel, Mt. 59044
(406) 628-8115
E-Mail rusprprt@aol.com

CHAPTER RIDER EDUCATOR

VACANT—CONTACT TONY IF INTERESTED.

MEMBERSHIP CO-CORDINATOR
Ron & Sandy Velin
4527 Harvest Lane
Billings, MT 59102
(406) 656-6781
E-Mail: randsvelin@msn.com

ASST. DISTRICT DIRECTOR
Bill & Debbie Starr
1904 8th Ave S
Great Falls, MT 59405
(406) 727-8248
E-Mail: billanddebbie_starr@bresnan.net

DISTRICT RIDER EDUCATOR
Jay Burdette
1738 Miles Avenue
Billings, MT. 59102
(406) 652-1553
E-Mail jaburd1@msn.com

REGION “I” DIRECTOR
Roy & Pearl McKenzie
21417 106th St. E.
Buckley, Wash. 98323
(253)-862-0220
director&bigskyregioni.org

www.bigskyregioni.org/
www.gwrra-MT.org

DISTRICT SECRETARY/TREASURER
Vonnie Robson
10 N. Crestwood Drive
Billings, MT.  59102
(406) 651-0698
E-Mail vjrobson@bresnan.net
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The Information Newsletter for GWRRA Chapter “B” Billings, Montana

October, 2007
Deadline for newsletter articles is the Monday prior to our Thursday meeting.

We welcome you to attend our Sunday Social held at 9:00 am.
Monthly chapter meetings are on the 1st Thursday of each month.

Meeting time is 6:30 P. M.—(Be sure to ask for the GWRRA price).
Breakfast socials are at 9:00 A. M.

All socials and meetings are held at the Golden Corral Restaurant,
570 South 24th Street West, across from Barnes & Noble, unless specified on the

calendar.

                                                                                                          UPCOMING EVENTS
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Chapter Couple of the Year

Chapter Hosts
Glen & Sharon Seavy

Chapter Historian
Diane Snedigar

Phone Tree Coordinator
Barb & Bob Powelson

Newsletter Editor/Webmaster
Darrell Robson

Activities Coordinators
Terry Swanz

Ride Coordinators
Vacant---Contact Tony if interested.

Oct. 4              Meeting at Golden Corral 6:30
                        P. M.
Oct. 6              Cooke City ride-SBB-weather
                        permitting.  8:00 A. M.
Oct. 7              Breakfast-Golden Corral
                        Absarokee-Red Lodge ride
Oct. 10            Sud’s Hut 6:30 P. M.
Oct. 14            Breakfast-Golden Corral
                        Sarpy Creek ride.
Oct. 18            DJ’s-Laurel 6:30 P. M.
Oct. 20            Corn Maze 6:00 P. M.
Oct. 21            Impromptu ride TBA
Oct. 23            Fort Rockvale 6:30 P. M. SBB
Oct. 27            Halloween Party/High School
                        Days theme. 5:30 P. M.
Nov. 1             Chapter meeting 6:30 P. M.
Nov. 7             Ribs N Chops 6:30 P. M.
Nov. 17           Bunko/Dessert  time/place
                        TBA
Nov. 23           Holiday parade/dinner after
Nov. 27           Don Luis 6:30 P. M.
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Happy Birthday
Darrell Robson Oct. 1
Lester Pust Oct. 2
Bev Huggins Oct. 11
Rod Swanson Oct. 17
Joni Rubash Oct. 23
Tracy Guenther Oct. 30
Henry Haagenson Oct. 30
Don Howe Nov. 12
Darlene Hess Nov. 13
LynnDee Schmidt Nov. 14
Al Koski Nov. 26

Happy Anniversary
John and Kris McCann Nov. 22
Richard and Connie Barnhart Nov. 30
Don and Ruby Howe Nov. 30

October, one of our favorite party months has
arrived! I am looking forward to seeing
everyone at our Halloween party and seeing
how everyone will dress for the occasion!

September 29th found Russ and Laurie Parpart,
Don and Ruby Howe, Darrell and Vonnie
Robson, Lyle and Mary Hurt, Jay Burdette and I
in Sheridan, Wyoming attending a GWRRA
leadership training module. Mike Briggs the
region trainer presented all of the material in a
very relaxed manner that I’m sure was
appreciated by all. Thanks to him for coming
out to our part of the world and spending the
weekend with all of us!

This knowledge module covered a variety of
subjects. It is designed to give us the basic’s to
familiarize   ourselves with the basic operational
aspects of GWRRA.

I am sure that everyone who attended learned
something new and it reinforced why we have
volunteered! It’s because of all of you our
friend’s and the only motorcycling family I have
ever known! We all want to serve MT-B and
our Montana district in the best possible way we
are able to!

If you ever get the chance to attend any
leadership training please do so even if you have
no intentions at the time of serving in a staff or
officer position.

 I think you might have heard the story of
“never ever”. Each one of us can relate an
experience in which we told ourselves that such
and such just wasn’t going to happen. Then that
never ever stepped up and took a look around
and said “got ya!”  Even if you don’t take a
position it may just help you to better
understand everyone’s role and the
consideration they put into any subject matter to
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better serve our chapter participants during our
time in which we volunteer to do so.

Until next month, take care and please don’t
ride any faster than your guardian angel can fly!

Tony Hoer
MT-B CD

Membership
Hello everyone!  As your new Membership Co-
ordinator it is my responsibility to keep track of
the comings and goings of members within our
chapter and GWRRA and to try to do whatever
needs to be done to retain our members.
GWRRA does not sent out membership renewal
notices so the following should be no surprise!
In a communication from the home office, one
the most recurring reasons people don’t renew
their membership is that they simply forget.
That’s right, they get busy with every day things
and before they know it a month or two has
gone by and their membership has lapsed.
Perhaps they have been so busy they have
missed a few chapter meeting or functions. At
this point, it is relatively easy to do nothing and
simply fade away from the chapter and
GWRRA.  WE DON’T WANT THAT TO
HAPPEN! By taking the time to make sure your
contact information is current and correct,
GWRRA and Chapter B can keep you informed
and involved.
GWRRA’s and Chapter B’s preference for
communication is electronically. If you have an
e-mail address, please make sure the home
office and the Chapter knows what it is. This
will save the home office and the Chapter a lot
of money and time by being able to
communicate without the traditional print and
mail costs. Of Course, If you are not really into
the “electronic age”, you can still receive your
newsletter in hard copy form.
What are your responsibilities as a member?
What do you need to do to keep your contact
information current?  What do you do if your
email address changes; if you move; or if you
change your phone number?  You need to tell
GWRRA.  And how do you do it? Well, there’s

the “old fashioned way”, and then there’s the
internet way.

The old fashioned way is to pick up a phone and
call (800) 843-9460.  You can fax to (623) 581-
3844 or email them at
customerservice@gwrra.org .  You can also log
on to the internet, and go to www.gwrra.org
where you’ll see this link to “Manage Your
Membership”.  The point is you have to keep
your information current.
By keeping everyone updated and  informed, we
can keep GWRRA and our Chapter strong.
FUN, FRIENDS and KNOWLEDGE.

Ron Velin

Get Back on and Ride, Cowboy
C. Harold Smith

It’s just a fact that Goldwingers are
inordinately fond of our ride. We brag them up
considerably. But for some reason, one bike is
never enough. Seems a goodly share of us
Wingers have to have our big touring machine
and a “town bike” also. And we don’t seem to
mind over much the teasing about, “How ya
gonna ride two bikes with only one butt?” And
I’m no different, with my Goldwing and the
classic ’75 Kawasaki KZ900 I restored sharing
space in my garage.

Ever since I finished the restoration of
the KZ, it has been my dream to ride it over the
Beartooth Pass. So, after an almost sufficient
recovery period from the little accident I had on
the Wing this summer, I had the opportunity to
cowboy up and “Get back up in that saddle.”
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One fine morning, when no one was
around to tell me I couldn’t, I fired up the KZ

and headed for The
Pass. And, with all
the lessons I learned
from my leetle
accident, I did wear
the leathers and the
helmet. And let me
tell ya, it was a blast
taking the Kawi.

Now, a curious fact of nature is, most of
the time, Harley riders do not wave at
Goldwings, even though the unwritten code of
the highway is to wave at your fellow bikers.
However, on the Kawi I got a wave from every
bike I met on the road. Even more curious,
when ever I stopped, Harley dudes actually
walked over to ask questions about my bike.
“That’s an old KZ, idn’t it?” “What year is your
Kawi?” “That’s not the original paint, is it?”

Funny how your ride affords you the
opportunity to meet a whole bunch of new folks.
Most of them were headed for Sturgis. Few of
them wore helmets. I was tempted to show them
the scars.

It is also interesting just how fast you can turn
into a tourist, even though you live here. In
Cook City I got to stand in line for lunch just
like everyone else. But it was fun, and isn’t that
why we own these bikes?

No matter
how many times I
have gone over
the Beartooth, I
always find
something new to
be amazed at. On
the top of the
mountain I had

stopped to get a beauty shot of the bike on top

of the world. As I took the shot, I noticed
movement beyond the bike. It turned out to be
wild mountain goats. A rare site, and certainly a
thrill to see them up so close. The icing on the
cake, kind of.

                 
So, I guess the answer is, yes, I’m fine,

and back in the saddle.

Excerpted from “Montana Dateline” by Ellis
Roberts Parry.
October 4, 1970

Billings native Dave McNally of the Baltimore
Orioles scatters six hits in the final game of a 3-
0 sweep of the Twins in the American League
Championship series.
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GOD BROUGHT US
TOGETHER

Lisa & Tom
God is with us wherever we go.

Joshua 1:9

Please come and celebrate with us
as He blesses our marriage. Your

presence is your gift to us.

Friday, October 19, 2007 @ 5:30PM
Mount Olive Lutheran Church

2336 Saint Johns Ave Billings, MT

Reception following:
music by Southbound

Shrine auditorium
1125 Broadwater Ave Billings,

MT

The favour of your reply is requested
by October 1, 2007
Name of
Guests:_______________________
________
Number of Guests to Attend
Wedding:_______________
Number of Guests to attend
Reception:______________
Sorry, we will be unable to
attend__________________
Or reply to (406) 628-7294
email: lisa@mcdowall-agency.com

Lisa & Tom McDowall
2003 E. Maryland Ln.
Laurel, Mt 59044

District Rider
Education Newsletter

   
Jay Burdette, Montana District Rider Educator

E-mail: Jaburd1@msn.com
 

September 2007
    

Hello Friends for Fun, Safety and
Knowledge!

Please allow me to introduce
myself.  My name is Jay
Burdette.  My wife and Co-
Rider, Susan and I are your new
District Rider Educators.  We
joined GWRRA and MT-B in
2006 and have enjoyed many
activities with our chapter.  I
have been a motorcyclist for 38
years, starting out the age of 8
with a Yamaha Mini Enduro
60cc.  A lot of my early years of
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riding were in the mountains and
deserts of Southern California.  I
was 11 years old when I acquired
my 1st  street legal motorcycle
and started doing a little “street
riding” at the age of 13 on the
paved country roads around
Wilsall, MT.  (Yes, I know that I
was not legal to do that, but I
think the statutes of limitations
have run out on that)

Fast forward a bunch of years to
first Wing Ding in Billings when
“I fell in love” with the Gold
Wings and said “SOME
DAY…….” .  It only took us
until April 2005 to buy our 1st

Wing, a 1983 Interstate.  Then,
in September 06, and eight
motorcycles later, we found our
current ride, a Martini Beige
1988 1500 with a cargo trailer.  I
have managed to put on 17K
(s)miles in the last 2 ½ years on
the “Wings” and looking forward
to a lot more.

Now, for the real reason we are
here.  Rider Ed.  It is my hope to
be able to serve you as well as
Tony and Gail have in their
tenure.  I am very new to this
organization, and I know that I
have a lot to learn, but hopefully
we can learn a lot together.
Many of you probably already
know (any maybe have
forgotten) more about
motorcycle owning and riding
than I do, and maybe over time I
will be able to pass on to you
some words of wisdom, or
remind you of something you
knew once upon a time and have
forgotten.

Now, for the wisdom.

O.K., time for a more little more
back ground on me.  I am a “Tire
Man” by trade.  So, guess what

my first “words of wisdom” are
going to be about (and you will
hear about this quite often).  You
guessed it.  TIRES.  The first
items to check in your
T-CLOCS  inspection.

The TIRES on our Wings are
responsible for so many things.
They are the “glue” that holds us
on the road, they are the
“container” of the air that
supports our loads, they are
responsible for our very lives.
They need us to take care of
them so that they can take care of
us.  We need to inspect them on
a very frequent basis, checking
the air pressure, tread depth,
cuts, bulges, flat spots, foreign
objects, irregular wear, weather
checking, etc.  Inspection should
include, putting the bike on the
center stand, lying on the ground,
check the air pressure, and then
slowly turning the rear tire and
looking for damage and objects
embedded in the tire.  Removing
those objects and inspecting the
injury.  Are the under lying cords
exposed or damaged, if they are,
it can result in water “wicking”
its way into the tire structure and
causing the body plies to
separate.  When the rear tire is
done, you can put a jack under
the front of the engine and raise
it until the front tire clears the
ground and do the same
inspection on it.  This normally
can be done in 5- 10 min.  Isn’t
that worth the piece of mind on
that ride, just one more thing that
you don’t have to wonder about
when you are taking in the
scenery?

Those that don’t manage to wear
out a set of tires every year or
two, need to pay additional
attention to the “AGE
FACTOR”.  The manufacturers’
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warranties and responsibilities
are gone when the tires reach 5
years of age.  The age factor
should be checked when
purchasing your tires too.  I once
had a dealer sell me a tire for my
motorcycle that was over 5 years
old.  To his credit he did take it
back when I advised him of this,
but it was put back on the “for
sale shelf” by another employee
when I returned it.

The glue – Helps us to maintain
contact with the road and if you
don’t have enough tread depth on
your tires, they are not able to
channel away the water when
riding on wet roads.

The Container – I think of a tire
as an air container, it has to be
able to hold enough air pressure
to support the loads that we
carry.  Unfortunately, we don’t
live in a perfect world and we all
don’t come in shapes and sizes
that are ideal for our tires.  Many
of us are pushing or exceeding
the weight limits of our tires,
meaning we could be over the
load carrying capacity of our
motorcycle tires, mainly, the rear
tire.  If proper air pressure is not
maintained, and running at the
maximum possible, (for those
that are loaded too heavy),
excessive heat will be generated.
Too much heat and tire damage
will happen. Tire damage…….
and you get the picture, things go
boom.

The reason that I am bringing
this all up, is we have had
several tire related accidents in
this state this year, resulting in
injuries and worse.  The problem
as I see it, wasn’t what I would
consider to be tire failures, but
more often than not, what I
would consider to be rider

failures.  Failure to inspect and
monitor tire condition.  I feel that
with proper inspection and
monitoring, most, if not all of
these incidences could have been
avoided.  PLEASE, CHECK
YOUR TIRES!!!

The next subject that I would
like to cover is Rider and Co-
Rider Education.  There are a lot
of things that need to be
addressed before jumping on and
riding, for both the Pilot and Co-
Pilot of our Wings, too many to
go into here.  I want to
encourage everyone to get into
working on their Levels, getting
your updates turned in and
signing up for any training that is
offered.  As the riding season is
getting ready to slow down or
stop for many, it is a good time
to start thinking about what WE
can or should do to prepare for
the next year, what needs to be
updated, or what needs to be
done to stay current.  Please
check your cards and keep
yourselves updated.

I have rambled on long enough
for this edition.  I would just like
to remind all of you to:

Check Your Tires
Ride Your Ride, Know Your
Limits
Ride Like you are Invisible, Ride
to be Seen
Ride Safe, Ride Often
All The Gear, All The Time

Jay Burdette
MT-DE   
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What the Hay!
“What the Hay!”, you say as you
ride or drive along the road
between Hobson, Utica and
Windham, Montana on the
Sunday after Labor Day…Well
that’s just what Steve & I said 3
years ago when we took a 2 day
trip to Lewistown for

the Chokecherry Festival and “What the Hay!”.
Now we look forward to this event every year!
It is always a great time whether it is rain or
shine.

This year we left on Friday afternoon under very
sunny skies and perfect riding weather.  We had
heard that the weather was going to change, but
“what the hay”, we were heading out for a great
time on the bikes.  Saturday dawned a little
bleak and cold, so we just bundled up and
headed down the road on the poker run with
Rod & Joyce Swanson, Terry Swanz and Gail
Hoer (in their cars).  We stopped in Windham



10

for breakfast and to warm up…those of us on
bikes were just a mite cold. �   A couple of hot
chocolates later and some great food we were
ready to hit the road.  It turned out to be a
beautiful day!  We enjoyed the poker run, even
though none of us won any money.  The money
raised goes to the Lewistown Veterans
Memorial Park.  Each year there is a parade of
bikes to the Memorial Park followed by a very
touching ceremony.  Bring Kleenex, you’ll need
it.

Of course we had to help the local economy at
the Chokecherry Festival.  The main street of
Lewistown is blocked off for all the vendors and
an antique auto show.  We watched belly
dancers, ate bratwursts, bought some trinkets
and drooled over the old cars.

“What the Hay!” began in 1989 as a joke
between two neighbors and has evolved into an
annual event on the Sunday after Labor Day.  It
is held in conjunction with the Lewistown
Chokecherry Festival on Saturday and the Utica
Day Fair on Sunday.  The Montana Tourism
board awarded “What the Hay!” the Montana
Event of the Year in 2003.

This will give you an idea of creativity of this
event.  I say those farmers and rancher have
really long winters with way to much time on
their hands. �

Sunday morning started out with breakfast at the
Eagles Club and then we were off for the
“ride”…but in the car with Rod & Joyce as the
day turned out to be rainy and overcast.  As we
traveled to Hobson, the weather cleared and the
great Montana blue skies were the backdrop for
the hay art.  We saw the “OutSTRAW JessHAY
James”, the Overland StHAYge Coach, the
Bobcat & Grizzly “StHAYte Rivals” (State
Rivals), a can of CopenHAYgen, Mr. & Mrs.
SantHay Claus, a CentHAYpede, and many
more unique creations.  My favorite entry was
the Square Bale Dancers.  This hay display was
awesome with the bales of hay dressed up as
square dancers moving around on a platform
floor in time to square dance music coming
from several very large speakers.

Each year just gets better and better!!
You can see pictures from this year’s event at:
www.flickr.com/photos/greaterfalls
Click on the “What the Hay” icon on the right of
the page to see 28 amHAYzing and humorous
pictures.

With blue skies still overhead, it was back to
Lewistown after an enjoyable and warm ride in
the car to see all the hay art, but as we got closer
and closer to our motel, the skies got gloomier
and gloomier.  Needless to say, out came the
rain gear as we ended up riding home in the
rain.  With Rod & Joyce doing tail gunner duty,
we hit the road.  Along the way we decided to
stop for a quick warm up and bite to eat at the
A&W in Roundup and then back on the road in
the rain to Billings.

 Even with the scattered rain throughout the
weekend, we had a wonderful time.  We look
forward to this weekend each year and have
already reserved our rooms for next year…how
about you?  Come join the fun and camaraderie
at the Chokecherry Festival and What the Hay!

See you there �
Steve & LynnDee Schmidt
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* = Birthday       October 2007      ** = Anniversary

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6

* Darrell
Robson

* Lester Pust GW Mtg.
Golden
Corral
6:30 P. M.

Cooke City
ride—SBB
8:00 A. M.
Weather
permitting.

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Breakfast
social.
Absarokee--
-
Red Lodge
ride.
Weather
permitting.

** Dennis
and Ruth
Trimbo

Sud’s Hut
6:30 P. M.

* Bev
Huggins

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Breakfast
social.
Sarpy
Creek ride.
Weather
permitting.

* Rod
Swanson

DJ’s Laurel.
6:30 P. M.

Corn Maze
6:00 P. M.

Location
TBA

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Impromptu
ride---TBA

*Joni Rubash

Ft. Rockvale
6:30 P. M.

Halloween
Party. (High
School Days
theme).
5:30 P. M.
(Address
below)

28 29 30 31 1221 16th

* Tracy
Guenther
* Henry
Haagenson

West.
Central
Christian
Church

CalendarsThatWork.com
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* = Birthday                November 2007       ** = Anniversary

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3

Chapter
Mtg. 6:30 P.
M. Golden
Corral

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Ribs “N”
Chops
6:30 P. M.

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
* Don Howe * Darlene

Hess
* LynDee
Schmidt

Bonko &
dessert.

Time &
place TBA.

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
** John and
Chris
McCann

Christmas
Holiday
Parade and
dinner.

25 26 27 28 29 30
* Al Koski Don Luis’

6:30 P. M.
** Connie &
Richard
Barnhart
** Don &
Ruby Howe

CalendarsThatWork.com


